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1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-11, drawn to a medical device, classified in class 351 , subclass 
159. 

II. Claims 12-27, drawn to a method of making a medical device, classified in 
class 264, subclass 1.36. 

III. Claims 28-34, drawn to a stabilized polyoxyalkylene material, classified in 
class 524, subclass 241 . 

IV. Claims 35-39, drawn to a method for sterilizing, classified in class 422, 
subclass 1. 

V. Claims 40 and 41 , drawn to an aqueous salt solution, classified in class 
252, subclass 367.1. 

Inventions I and II are related as process of making and product made. The 
inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) that the 
process as claimed can be used to make another and materially different product or (2) 
that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different process 
(MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case the product can be made by other than the 
instant methods— ie, it can be made by methods other than molding using a prepolymer 
and RIM. For instance, the monomers can be cast polymerized entirely in a mold. 

Inventions I and III are related as product and composition for making same. The 
inventions are considered to be separate or distinct in that the composition can be used 
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to make other than the instant medical device — ie, it can be used to mold toys and other 
articles. 

Inventions l/IV, l/V, ll/IV, ll/V, lll/IV, lll/IV and IV/V are considered to be separate 
or distinct inventions as they are not necessarily related nor have any obvious 
connection. For example, the medical device of Group I does not have to be sterilized 
using the method of Group IV claims nor does it have to be sterilized or stored using the 
aqueous salt solution of Group V. Certainly, the methods of making as set forth in 
Group II have no obvious relationship to the inventions set forth in Groups IV and V. 
Also, the polymer material of Group III can be used in other than the method of Group 
IV and with other than the solution of Group V. Finally, the aqueous salt solution of 
Group V can be used in other than the method of Group IV. 

Inventions II and III are related as method of making and material used in such a 
method. The inventions are separate or distinct in that the material of Group III can be 
used in other methods than that set forth in Group II— ie, it can be used in casting 
processes that would not require a mold. 

This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 
species: Should applicant elect Group II, the following species have been identified: 

That involving a molding of a prepolymer; and 

That involving a reaction injection molding followed by an impregnation. The 
species are independent or distinct because the RIM employs an impregnation step 
while the prepolymer molding does not. 
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Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. Currently, no claim is generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim 
is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless 
accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which depend from or otherwise require all the limitations 
of an allowable generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .14,1 . If claims are added after 
the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. 
MPEP § 809.02(a). 

A telephone call was made to Mr. Zhou on February 9, 2007 to request an oral 
election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being 
made. 

*2.Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mathieu D. Vargot whose telephone number is 571 272- 
1211. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson, can be reached on 571 272-1 176. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



M. Vargot 
February 13, 2007 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1732 



